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Registry software upgrade to ILR2
The year 2019 seemed like a whirlwind here at the North
American South Devon Association. As you know,
three breeds are being processed by the same registry
staff. The North American South Devon Association,
the American Salers Association and the American
Aberdeen Association. All three breeds upgraded the
registry software to the new International Livestock
Records software (ILR2) as provided by the Agricultural
Business Research Institute in Armidale, Australia. The
ILR2 software is used by a multitude of cattle and other
species as the registry software in over 30 countries.
For those of you not familiar with software conversions,
they can be challenging. Aberdeen was the first breed to
convert in early January 2019. That breed has the smallest
database and has the least amount of performance data,
so it was the logical beginning to sort out programming
modifications. We then moved to South Devon in early
May, and followed with Salers in July.
The new software does offer some great enhancements for South Devon breeders.

Upload and download registration
and registry spreadsheets
For those operations not using a ranch management
computer software system, South Devon producers can
now receive a comma delimited file (csv) to open in applications such as Excel or Google Docs to fill in registry

and performance data. That file can then be uploaded
direct to the registry system for much quicker and more
accurate registry information. Members can then log
on to their on-line account and retrieve PDF reports of
processed data.
Additional enhancements include quicker upload
and download of ultrasound scanning spreadsheets and
turn-key sale catalog download files.

Initial Data Implementation to
International Genetic Solutions (IGS)
for EPD Calculations
In 2018, the Board of Directors from the North American
South Devon Association, American Salers Association
and the Salers Association of Canada, decided to pool
our funds together and join the database of International Genetic Solutions. Each organization was interested in getting the most accurate EPDS for each of our
respective Breed Associations which would also include
the availability of Genomic Enhanced EPDS for those
animals having a 50K or greater genomic test on file.
In early September 2019, NASDA embarked on that
journey with our first download of Performance and
Genomic information from all of our respective groups
through the newly established pipeline to IGS.

Once the programming snags were identified and
corrected, all of the organizations began weekly transmissions of data to and from IGS. The South Devon data
then entered the beta testing phase. Dr. Bruce Golden at
Theta solutions had to add additional programing to the
Bolt software to be able to properly identify both breeds
of cattle. All available research regarding breed difference and identification was also used to be able to get

where we are today. As I write this article, NASDA has just
received the first EPD/Genomic data from the Beta test
run. We are nearly able to provide North American South
Devon producers the most accurate EPDs ever provided
for our breed. We are now part of the largest beef cattle
database in the world of nearly 19 million animals representing 17 different breed associations in the US, Canada
and Australia. To date, over 230,000 genotypes are now
included and the South Devon DNA can now be included
in this process. The more we know about our cattle, the
better decisions we can make as cattle breeders. NASDA
will distribute information to all breeders upon completion
of the evaluation of the final DNA run. EPDs will then be
calculated in a weekly run for each organization.
For those breeders interested in future genotyping, you
will now begin to see the rewards from your participation.
The chart below lists the number of progeny it would take
for each trait to reap the benefits of one genomic test.
Exciting times are ahead for the South Devon breed to
now have this type of information for our seedstock and
commercial producers.

2020 Estimated Progeny Equivalents
An estimated progeny equivalent is the average number
of progeny records it would take to see an equivalent
change in accuracy from a genomic test. For example, if
a non-parent animal is genotyped, the accuracy of his/
her EPD is akin to an animal that has already produced 5
offspring with a carcass weight record (see table below).
Over time, these estimates will change as statistical models
are improved, the number of phenotypes increases, and
the information from genomic data improves.
Trait
Calving Ease (Direct)
Calving Ease (Total Maternal)
Birth Weight
Weaning Weight
Yearling Weight
Milk
Stayability
Docility
Carcass Weight
Marbling
Rib Eye Area
Back Fat

2020 Estimated
Progeny Equivalents
25+
4
22
25+
25+
19
15
25+
5
8
6
8

NASDA Enhancements for
Seedstock Producers in 2020
Additionally, the NASDA board of directors has
made some significant modifications to allow
South Devon seedstock producers more flexibility
when it comes to the record keeping process.
The NASDA board has expanded Animal ID
systems for Registry. Breeders now have a choice
between three different methods to uniquely
identify registered seedstock.
Tattoos - Producers can still use a tattoo as a
means of official identification. The tattoo still
must include a number and the year letter, but
herd letters are now optional.
1. Tattoo Freeze Brand or Hot Iron Brand - A
brand including the number and the year
letter in now also considered an official
means of identification.
2. Electronic Identification (EID) - A UDSA
approved RFID Electronic Identification
tag is now an official means of identification for the registration of South Devon
cattle. Producers will be required to
obtain a Premise Identification number
to purchase RFID EID tags through an
official vendor. Producers can enter EID
numbers on any and all electronic spreadsheets when registering cattle. A provision
will be in place in case of a lost EID.
South Devon producers can now choose to
utilize one or all three methods of identification for registered cattle. NASDA would like
to encourage more than one method to better
allow for a lost EID or an illegible tattoo or freeze
brand.
NASDA is excited for the new opportunities
that exist to better identify South Devon cattle
and the great leap ahead we will have made
when we finalize the IGS Genomic Enhanced
EPDs. It is an exciting time to be involved with a
great breed of cattle that are more right for the
industry and cattle producers everywhere.
SPRING 2020

13

